THE   ADVANCE   OF   SCIENCE   AND   TECHNOLOGY        323
headward, Dana confirmed the Huttonian theory of the importance of the drowned mouths of river-made valleys. His reports on Crustacea described hundreds of new species and included the first comprehensive studies of coral-forming zoophytes.
In addition to enriching knowledge and making possible the comparative study of science in America, the expedition, through the specimens it brought back, provided the nuclei for the United States National Museum and the United States Botanical Garden.
Although none of the explorations that followed that of Willces approached it in scientific importance, the federal government continued to add to the world's knowledge of remote places in a series of expeditions undertaken primarily for commercial purposes. Most of these resulted in the publication of official reports with new data on geoog-raphy, hydrography, terrestrial magnetism, and other sciences allied to navigation. In South America Lieutenant Thomas Jefferson Page investigated La Plata River and its tributaries, and Lieutenant Isaac Strain explored the Isthmus of Darien. More rewarding was the remarkable expedition of Lieutenant William Herndon, who in 1851 crossed the Andes from the Pacific to the headwaters of the Amazon, which he then followed to its mouth. Even the Dead Sea was surveyed in an expedition led by Lieutenant William Lynch.
In the zest for explorations the arctic was not neglected. Important scientific discoveries resulted from the search which Lieutenant Edwin }. De Haven made in 1850 for the lost English explorer, Sir John Franklin; a similar expedition headed by Dr. Elisha Kane extended knowledge of the Greenland seas. The expeditions of Commander Cadwallader Ringgold and Commander John Rodgers in the early 1850s explored and surveyed the Bering Strait, the North Pacific, and the China Seas. Thanks to the zoological labors of William Stimpson, much new information concerning the marine life of the coasts of Alaska and Japan was gathered. Finally, the three impressive volumes which resulted from Commodore Perry's famous visit to Japan enlightened the world regarding that remote kingdom.
In one additional area the federal government assumed responsibility for the advancement of science. On the seventeenth of December, 1855, President Jackson informed Congress of the bequest of $500,000 to the federal government by one James Smithson, a scion of the English aristocracy and a scientist of some note. John C. Calhoun advocated the